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Court, his mother and his brothers to visit the Ad-
miral, whom he overwhelmed with demonstrations
of affection. " My father," he said, " the pain of
the wound is yours, but the insult and the wrong are
mine," and again he swore with his usual oaths that
the guilty should dearly rue their deed. The Queen
and Anjou were filled with apprehension and as soon
as they had reached the Tuileries sent Gondi, Count
of Retz, formerly the King's tutor, and who had still
much influence over him, to pacify him.

On the next morning the Protestant nobles delib-
erated whether they should leave Paris, taking with
them the Admiral, wounded as he was; but Coligny
and the majority were persuaded of the King's good
faith ; to fly would be to abandon him to the Guises
and to make civil war inevitable. They determined
to stay, and Catherine heard that they intended on
the next day to present themselves at Court in a
body, and to accuse the Duke of Guise of attempt-
ing the life of Coligny. It was probable that Henry
of Guise would not care to deny his complicity in an
act which established his popularity among the mob
and the friars, but would excuse himself by saying
that he had acted by the authority of the Duke of
Anjou, the lieutenant-general of the kingdom. Thus
the vengeance of the Protestants and the anger of
the King would fall on the Queen-Mother and her
favourite son. Catherine felt that she must act, and
act at once. Accompanied by Anjou, by Gondi, by
Gonzaga, Duke of Nevers, Birago, a Milanese, the
unworthy successor of the Chancellor 1'Hopital, and
Marshal Tavannes, she requested an audience of the